
Roof Safety Checklist

Green ZoneOrange ZoneRed Zone

Danger Zone Key

from FIXFAST USA

RISK AREA 3 is the least dangerous, but still requires safety measures 
to ensure worker safety. When work is performed 15 feet or more from 
the roof edge, the employer must protect each employee by providing a 
fall protection system or a designated area. If the work being performed 
is “infrequent and temporary,” fall protection isn’t required, but we still 
recommend it. OSHA 1910.28(b)(13)(iii)

RISK AREA 2 covers the area 6 feet to 15 feet from the leading edge. 
Conventional fall protection is required as danger remains high due to the 
proximity to the roof edge. If the work being performed is “infrequent and 
temporary,” the employer may use a designated area. Designated areas are 
typically created by using a warning line system. (When it released the rule, 
OSHA acknowledged, “Although the final rule does not place a specific time 
limit on what constitutes a temporary task, OSHA agrees with SMACNA that 
short duration tasks generally are those that take less than ‘1-2 hours’ to 
complete.”) OSHA 1910.28(b)(13)(ii)

RISK AREA 1 accounts for the 6 feet closest to the leading edge and 
therefore the most dangerous area on the rooftop. When a person is 
working in this area, OSHA requires conventional fall protection. OSHA 
1910.28(b)(13)(i)
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Are there compliant and safe roof access systems in place for all elevated 
areas?

 ☐ Fixed Ladder
 ☐ Roof Hatch
 ☐ Portable Ladder
 ☐ Stair System
 ☐ Elevated Working Platform

Points to consider:
Is there sufficient fall protection in place?
Could unauthorized persons access the roof?
Is the access system compliant with OSHA standards?

Are employees exposed to a fall hazard of 4 ft or more at the access point? 
(see Red Zone)

If employees are exposed to a fall hazard, the following solutions need to be 
considered:

 ☐ KATTGUARD™ Roof Hatch Guardrail System
 ☐ KATTSAFE® Rooftop Guardrail System
 ☐ KATTGATE™ Self-Closing Gate

Are there clear, designated walk paths for employees to follow? A walkway 
system encourages employees to stay within safe zones and away from 
potential hazards. (see Danger Zones)

Walkways must keep employees from the following hazards:
Leading Edges
Elevation Changes
Skylights
Pits
Smoke Vents
Other Openings

Solutions:
 ☐ KATTWALK™ Walkway Systems
 ☐ DukMat™ Flexible Walkway

Is there equipment situated near the leading edge that results in employees 
being exposed to fall hazards when maintenance is being performed?

6 feet from edge (see Red Zone)

 ☐ KATTSAFE® Guardrail System

6-15 feet from edge (see Orange Zone)

 ☐ Frequent and/or not temporary
 ☐ KATTSAFE® Guardrail System

 ☐ Infrequent and temporary
 ☐ KATTSAFE® Visual Permanent Warning Line System

15+ feet from edge (see Green Zone)

 ☐ KATTSAFE® Visual Permanent Warning Line System
 ☐ KATTSAFE® Guardrail System

Every rooftop is different and every season can bring different challenges 
and hazards. Leading edges always pose a risk and fall protection is 
required. 

The ultimate goal of any facility should be to ensure employees are 
protected in all areas when accessing the roof. We understand that this 
takes time and investment. Follow the HIGH 5 guide to ensure the primary 
hazards are addressed first and foremost. 


